Creon Vs Margaret Thatcher:
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It is as a result of this speech that MT acquired the name ‘Iron Lady’. So described by her admiring adversaries – the Soviets.

Opening Paragraph:

The first duty of any Government is to safeguard its people against external aggression. To guarantee the survival of our way of life.
Compare this to Sophocles’s introduction to Creon.
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In response to extensive criticism of her policies and the human costs of the poll tax. MT offered no compromise and no intention of changing her mind in light of contrary advice.

To those waiting with bated breath for that favourite media catchphrase, the "U" turn, I have only one thing to say. "You turn if you want to. The lady's not for turning." I say that not only to you but to our friends overseas and also to those who are not our friends.

Compare this to Creon’s tragic flaw – his inability to change his mind and listen to reasonable argument rather he obstinately defends an invalid position.

Antigone on the other hand is equally determined not to change and MT makes for an interesting comparison here, however, the difference lies in Antigone’s principled stubbornness is toward a noble ideal and not toward the stability or convenience of statesmanship. It is Creon who is looking to guide the ship of state, Antigone wants to uphold her principles regardless of the cost, including her own life. Margaret Thatcher would forsake any principle in getting the economy back on track.

Further, compare the contradiction of Creon’s accusing attitude to reports of his people’s disillusionment in his decree, of declaring all who question and contradict as mad or bribed with his earlier inaugural speech in episode 1 where he describes himself as a sensitive leader.

For many years MT notoriously and brazenly ignored mass unpopularity.

MT:

…those who seek to govern must in turn be willing to allow their hearts and minds to lie open to the people.

The major differing point between Antigone and Creon lies in Antigone’s world of spiritual, idealistic strength and Creon’s obsession with physical power. 

MT was infamous for believing in the absolute rule of force and the pragmatism needed to wield it, and in the weaknesses of social idealism.
